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TRAVELING,IN AMERICA, has become one of the popular forms ofvacatiOl: in rec~nt years, and many American tr~vel~rs turn sO~lthto Mexico. It IS necessary for every traveler gomg mto a foreign
country to pass the customs. The Mexican customs, located across
the Rio Grande River from Laredo, Texas, has a large office build-
ing in which the official documents for travelers' insurance, passports,
and road information can be obtained; the Bank of Mexico has a
branch office here, to convert the American dollar into Mexican cur-
rency. The Pan American Highway extends south from Laredo,
through .Monterrey, Ciudad Victoria, Tarnazunchale, Actopan, and
the City of Mexico, the capital.
Mexico City is located in the Valley of Anahuae, a great basin
surrounded by high mountains on all sides except the north. The
elevation of the valley ranges from five thousand to eight thousand
feet. To the southeast may be seen the snow-capped peaks of Po po-
catepetl and Ixaccihuatl, "The Sleeping Lady." Although located in
the tropical belt, the altitude of Mexico City makes it a place of
eternal spring.
Twenty-nine miles northeast of Mexico City lie the Aztec Ruins
in the Valley of the Dead, a National Park displaying some of the
most ancient structures on the continent. Several pyramids are lo-
cated in the Ciudadela, a great court surrounded by a huge stone and
earthen wall. Outside the Ciudadela stands the greatest construction
in the entire area, the Pyramid to the Sun. This pyramid, rising to
a height of two hundred feet, has five symmetrical terraces with a
stairway on one side; at the top one can see a panorama of the entire
valley.
Of interest too, is the Chapultepec Castle, begun in 1783 by the
viceroy, Galvez. The castle is built around a hill; all rooms on the
lower floor open onto the portico which encircles the castle. The top
of the hill, however, provides an open court with a beautiful formal
garden surrounded by the rooms of the second story. The walls of
the rooms throughout the castle are covered with tapestries of silk
and gold. The furnishings of a bedroom and the drawing room were
given to Carlotta by Napoleon III. The castle was the home of
Maximilian and Carlotta and until recently was the official home of
the president of Mexico.
Cuernavaca, located about thirty-five miles south of the City of
Mexico, is one of the most charming spots in Mexico; the gaily tinted
houses, the luxuriant vegetation, and the brilliant flowers make it a
town of enchantment. Persons interested in articles of leather, silver,
and native pottery can find excellent markets in Cuernavaca; these
markets are known for colorfully woven huaraches, fine silver, and
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the famous Cuernavaca Pottery. From the early history of the Aztec
period until the present time, Cuernavaca has been the summer home
of the great rulers and of foreign diplomats in Mexico.
A trip to Mexico would be incomplete without a visit to the bull-
fight. Promptly at 4 :00 p. 111., the colorful pageantry begins; it is
said to be the only event that begins on time, anywhere in Mexico.
Located in the City of Sports, the Plaza Monumental Mexico has a
seating capacity for fifty thousand persons, making it the world's
largest bull ring. Bullfighting is neither a fight nor a sport as we
understand the meaning of those terms, but rather an artistic pagean-
try. At the moment th'e event is scheduled to begin, the official raises
his hand and one of the most graceful events unfolds before the eyes
of the many spectators. The fight is divided into three parts, called
"tercios." The first tercio consists of the running of the bull; pica-
dores, combatants on horses, commence the attack with lances, and
the bull is thus infuriated. The second tercio is the work of the
banc1erillero who, on foot, tries to place barbed darts, decorated with
colored paper, on the back of the angry bull. The third tercio is the
killing of the bull; this is mastered by the matador only after many
years of gruelling practice. The bull is killed by plunging the sword
between the left shoulder and the shoulder blade and then into the
heart. As a reward for his gallantry and excellent showm~nship, t1;e
matador is given the ears of the bull with great formality. It IS
colorful, it is gay, this pageantry of the bullfight, and it mirrors the
spirit of the people of Mexico.
